
THE ARTS



Dance, theatre, art therapy, visual and digital arts—Cedar Crest 

students discover rich opportunities for performance and creative 

awakening in programs geared to professional artists and performers that 

also encourage creative expression across the entire spectrum of students.
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Set the Stage for Success
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Cedar Crest students benefit from a close-knit learning 

community where opportunities for artists and  

performers often go hand-in-hand with other  

interests. Here, theatre students collaborate with nursing  

majors to stage realistic scenarios in a controlled setting. 

Communication majors sharpen their digital dexterity in 

media arts classes. Artists show and share their work. Creative 

thinkers discover that unique talents can augment and even 

define future success.

Modern studio space and equipment, unique courses (including 

one focused entirely on women artists) and numerous  

performance halls, galleries and exhibition spaces create 

an environment rich with opportunity for aspiring artists,  

performers and creative professionals.

Small class sizes mean that professors spend more time with 

each student, providing a personal level of mentoring and 

support unheard of at most schools.

S T U D E N T S  O F  A L L  A G E S

Arts programs are popular with traditional students and working 

adults alike. Designed with busy adults in mind, our School 

of Adult and Graduate Education specializes in flexibility. 

Plus, adult students are provided with services and support for 

academic success while managing busy working lives.

DISTINCTION: Many Cedar Crest students double-major or add a minor  
to customize their degree and increase their opportunities.

Make Your Life Your Art
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Visual Art 
To be an artist at Cedar Crest is to gain a deep appreciation for 
studio practice and art history. Integration with the liberal arts 
provides a solid foundation for applying studio skills and vision 
into formative career paths.

Surrounded by a supportive community, students are immersed 
in art. Starting freshman year and every semester following, 
artists work side-by-side with professional faculty-artists, 
visiting artists and other student-artists in a creatively vibrant 
community, helping each student fi nd success.

Students can explore a wide variety of 2D and 3D media. 
Students refi ne skills, discover their artistic voice and pursue a 
personal style. Options include book arts, ceramics, illustration, 
jewelry-making and metalsmithing, painting, papermaking, 
printed image and sculpture.

DISTINCTION: Unlike larger schools, Cedar Crest performing arts students begin acting, 
managing, producing and marketing productions as early as freshman year.

Programs of Study
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Art + Focus = Success
Cross-disciplinary double majors and combined degrees off er 
artists new ways to stand out in the art and job markets. 
Designed to model the experiences working artists face, typical 
cross-disciplinary approaches include:

•  Art and business: Work in galleries and museums, work for a 
nonprofi t organization or be an entrepreneur.

•  Art and communication: Lay the groundwork for a career in 
advertising, graphic design and public relations.

•  Art and English: Combine book arts with creative writing and 
poetry to make original illustrated publications.

•  Art and biology: Pursue careers in high-quality medical and 
botanical illustrations, model building and more.

•  Art and criminal justice or forensic science: Produce illustrations 
of crime scenes, composite sketches and courtroom scenes.

•  Art and psychology: An alternative to the art therapy major, this 
program off ers more time in the studio.

First Year Seminar
Students with a passion for art and community engagement 
can enroll in Initiate through Art, a course off ered through Cedar 
Crest’s innovative First Year Seminar. In this course, students use 
the visual arts to engage and impact the community through 
such projects as painting a mural at a housing shelter and 
working with fi rst-graders to create handmade books.

Live to CREATE
The CREATE (community-related experiences in art through 
engagement) Living Learning Community (LLC) brings together 
arts-minded students in a residential community focused on 
research and collaborative art projects that increase awareness 
of the impact art has on the local and global community. One 
of several LLCs at Cedar Crest, CREATE integrates curricular 
and co-curricular experiences to develop leadership, civic 
engagement and global connectivity. 

DISTINCTION: In the Media Convergence Lab, art students explore digital image creation and 
manipulation, video production, computer-generated imagery, animation and more.

Center for Visual Research
Opened in 1997, the Center for Visual Research at the Lachaise 
Gallery showcases exhibitions of contemporary artwork curated 
by the art department faculty. 

Capstone Gallery
Located in Alumnae Hall Center for the Arts, the Capstone Gallery 
off ers students the opportunity to mount original exhibitions—
complete with opening receptions—under the guidance of art 
department faculty. The gallery also features senior studio art 
shows and works by art therapy majors throughout the year, and 
it is home to the art department’s collection of handmade books 
and prints from the Artist in Residence program.

Focus on: Visual Arts

Cedar Crest art students have a wide range of options including 

painting, sculpture, drawing, printmaking, jewelry-making and 

metalsmithing, papermaking, ceramics and the only program in the 

region dedicated to the theory, concept and craft of making books. 
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“Art at Cedar Crest encompasses 

exploration in technique, involvement in 

the community and the freedom to create. 

The professors teach through these 

things, and they are passionate about 

your personal artistic development.”    
V I C T O R I A  B R O B S T  ’1 7 ,  A R T

Visual Arts Scholarships
Art scholarships of $1,500 per year are awarded to incoming fi rst-
year students in any academic major with a strong commitment 
to the creative process in making art and in looking at historical 
works of art. A portfolio review is required and recipients must 
take at least three credits in studio art or art history courses each 
semester to maintain their scholarship. 

Art Society
Open to any student with an interest in art, the Art Society helps 
raise awareness and appreciation of art and related issues on 
campus and throughout the community. Hosting such events 
as the Sustainable Style Fashion Show and the Trash to Treasure 
sculpture competition, the club also sponsors guest lecturers, 
hosts trips to local galleries and museums, and collaborates on 
community-based art projects. 
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Programs of Study

DISTINCTION: The College’s unique studio-based art therapy M.A. is the first of its kind in the region.

Art Therapy 
The perfect choice for students who want to pursue a studio art 
concentration while preparing to make a difference in the lives of 
others and their communities, the Cedar Crest art therapy major 
offers a studio-based program that is unique to the region. 

Aligned with the curriculum guidelines of the American Art 
Therapy Association, the major puts students on the path toward 
a graduate degree in art therapy, the minimum requirement for 
professional practice art. 

Master of Art Therapy
Also aligned with American Art Therapy Association guidelines, 
the studio-based Cedar Crest art therapy masters degree 
prepares professional art therapists to work with people of all 
ages including those in individual therapy, group therapy or 
family therapy; those who are experiencing social and emotional 
issues related to an illness or disability; have mental or emotional 
problems or disorders, including anxiety and depression; are 
victims of abuse or domestic violence; or are grieving or suffering 
from trauma or loss.

Art Therapy Practicum
The art therapy practicum engages students directly in the work 
of real therapy. Performed under the supervision of an accredited 
art therapist who provides feedback and discussion of concepts 
and approaches using art techniques in a healthcare setting, 
the practicum also includes a senior art therapy exhibit of work 
created during the practicum.

Art History Minor
Trace the development of art throughout the ages and survey 
important works in their historical and cultural contexts. The 
minor complements an art or history major especially well.

“The art therapy major at Cedar Crest 

College offers students an opportunity 

to fully engage in the interdisciplinary 

field of art therapy. By studying  

studio art, psychology and engaging 

in art-based community service,  

the program prepares students for  

graduate-level study in art therapy.” 

L A U R A  Z E I S L E R  AT R - B C ,  L C S W  
A S S I S TA N T  P R O F E S S O R  O F  A R T  T H E R A P Y
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Programs of Study

DISTINCTION: Every Cedar Crest visual, performing arts and art therapy student  
is personally advised and mentored by full-time faculty members.

Performing Arts
Performing arts programs help gifted actors, designers and 
dancers get started sooner. Beginning their first year, students 
perform in stage productions and combine team building 
skills with coursework. Performing arts students gain a broad 
theoretical foundation in the arts. They create, perform and 
direct original works.

Students become more informed and insightful arts advocates. 
With close faculty support, through research and creative 
projects, they learn to articulate and express personal points of 
view about the arts. Through a double major or minor, valuable 
connections are available to students that explore relationships 
of the performing arts to other majors.

Performing arts majors present a capstone project in their final 
year. These projects help students explore their art in original 
ways that deepen artistry and build professional skills in the arts.

Scholarship for Performers
High school seniors can audition for  

scholarships in theatre, dance, technical  

theatre and speech. Selected on the basis  

of a performance audition, the renewable  

$1,500 scholarships are awarded to  

high school seniors auditioning during  

Performing Arts Day each year.

“I love public speaking more than 

working in a lab. With teachers in 

communication and science, my 

advisor and I created my major in 

science communication.” 

J O C E LY N  P O L A N  ’ 1 6 ,  
S C I E N C E  C O M M U N I C AT I O N ,  F O R E N S I C  S P E E C H  T E A M

“ I was accepted into 

other dance programs, 

but Cedar Crest gave  

me opportunities  

I would never have 

received elsewhere. I 

couldn’t imagine being 

at any other school.” 

J A C LY N  D E C A R L O  ’ 1 6 ,  
D A N C E  A N D  E N G L I S H , 
D A N C E  A N D  T H E AT R E  
S C H O L A R S H I P  R E C I P I E N T
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Programs of Study

Theatre 
From the beginning, in the classroom and on stage, the theatre 
program deepens an appreciation of the arts. “This isn’t the 
kind of place where fi rst-year students are thinking, ‘I hope I 
get to act by the time I’m a senior,’” says Performing Arts Chair, 
Roxanne Amico, “We provide an opportunity for all students to 
participate.”

Program options include a B.A. in theatre, a minor in theatre, 
a minor in speech and a concentration in arts administration. 
B.A. theatre students typically focus on performance, design, 
technical theatre, business, stage management or directing.

Focus on: CCCOnStage

CCCOnStage, the fi rst mobile app of its kind in the region, invites 

users to turn their smart phones on during performances and tap into 

an enriching mix of reference materials, show background and more.
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Performance & Production Opportunities
Students begin performing in their fi rst year. From musicals and 
classic dramas to contemporary works and Greek theatre, the 
department produces four major theatrical productions each 
year. Providing ample performance opportunities for majors, 
venues may even include touring shows to area school districts.

Speak Out!
Cedar Crest’s forensic speech team, the Forensicators, travels 
extensively to compete in oratory, rhetoric and other forms of 
speech with colleges across the Midwest and Northeast. Team 
members become confi dent pubic speakers, a key characteristic 
of successful people.

The Fine Art of Professional Success
Close relationships with professional faculty translate into 
placements in summer stock theatre across the country. 
Introductions lead to internships in local and national arts 
organizations and theatres, including the United States Institute 
for Theatre Technology. 

In addition, Cedar Crest’s extensive production season—including 
four major theatrical productions, two dance concerts, two music 
concerts and several touring productions throughout the year—
means that students graduate with an extensive portfolio and 
professional network base. Beginning freshman year, students 
become part of production management, administrative, 
marketing or publicity teams. They learn through working with 
experienced faculty and peer mentors. “Our programs operate as 
non-profi t businesses. Students learn the operational and artistic 
sides of performance,” says Performing Arts Associate Professor 
and Technical Director, Kevin Gallagher, M.F.A.

DISTINCTION: Just two hours away, New York City offers Cedar Crest students regular access to arguably the 
world’s greatest concentration of galleries, museums, concert halls, experimental venues and theatres. 

“I always tell students 
they should at least minor 

in theatre. You learn to 
contribute and understand 

the bigger picture. 
It teaches teamwork.”

R O X A N N E  T.  A M I C O ,  M . F. A . , 
P R O F E S S O R  A N D  C H A I R  O F  P E R F O R M I N G  A R T S

Performing Arts Societies and 
Fraternities Abound
• Alpha Psi Omega National Theatre Honor Society
• Buskin Society Technical Theatre Club
• Nu Delta Alpha National Dance Honor Society
• Pi Kappa Delta National Forensic Speech Honor Society
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Programs of Study

Dance
Beginning through advanced technique classes are offered 
in jazz, modern and ballet. The Cedar Crest dance program 
broadens perspectives and offers on- and offstage experiences 
that connect student interests with successful futures. Strong 
in technical dance skills and fitness, the program enhances 
perceptual and analytical skills as well. Students grow physically, 
aesthetically and culturally. 

From the very start, dance students perform. Two annual 
showcases premier the work of Cedar Crest choreographers and 
dancers in performances for the entire campus community. 

Program options include a B.A. in dance, a minor in dance and a 
concentration in arts administration. Dance is popular among all 
students. According to Director of Dance and Associate Professor, 
Robin Gerchman, “Every major on campus is represented in 
dance classes.”

Internships connect
Students intern with local and national arts organizations and 
theatres. Internships provide opportunities to network with 
professionals, explore opportunities and discover direction at 
such places as:

• American College Dance Festival Association 
• Lehigh Valley Council on the Arts 
• National Dance Association 
• National Dance Education Organization 
• Congress on Research in Dance 
• Dance Educators of America 
•  American Alliance for Health, Physical Education, Recreation 

and Dance

First Friday

Once each month, students and faculty 

convene for First Friday, where students 

express themselves through performance, 

explain project methods and goals, and 

share art projects with larger audiences. 

First Fridays offer the perfect opportunity 

to learn from each other, gain feedback 

from faculty and develop research and  

presentation skills. 

DISTINCTION: Working with professional instructors and choreographers in tap, jazz, modern and ballet, 
 the Cedar Crest dance company provides a venue for students to explore current trends in dance.

“Because we’re small, lines  

of communication are wide open. 

If my student majoring in  

dance and psychology wants to 

get into graduate counseling,  

I can show her the way.”

R O B I N  G E R C H M A N ,  B . F. A . ,  E D. M . ,  M . F. A . ,  
A S S I S TA N T  P R O F E S S O R ,  D I R E C T O R  O F  D A N C E 

Outlets for Dancers and Performers
•  Steinbright Dance Studios Two studios used for classes  

and rehearsals
•  Samuels Theatre 250-seat proscenium theatre
•  Alumnae Hall Auditorium 500-seat proscenium theatre
•  Little Theatre 75-seat theatre
•  Outdoor Greek Theatre



Academic Majors
Bachelor of Arts

Art*
Art Therapy
Communication
Dance
English*
Global Studies
History
Political Science
Social Work*
Spanish*
Theatre
Writing*

Bachelor of Arts or Science

Biology
Psychology* +
Secondary Education*

Bachelor of Science

Accounting*
Biochemistry
Business Administration* +
Chemistry
Criminal Justice* +
Elementary Education* (certification)
Environmental Conservation
Exercise Science
Genetic Engineering
Health Promotion and Wellness
Health Science
Mathematics
Neuroscience
Nursing*
Nutrition*
Public Health
R.N. to B.S.N. +

Graduate Programs

Dietetic Internship +
Master of Arts in Art Therapy*
Master of Business Administration*
Master of Education: Art of Teaching* +
Master of Education: Early Childhood 

Certification* +
Master of Education: Secondary  

Certification* +
Master of Fine Arts in Creative Writing
Master of Science in Forensic Science
Master of Science in Nursing* +

Certificates

English as a Second Language
Reading Specialist
Special Education

* Indicates evening availability
+ Indicates online availability

100 College Drive  
Allentown, PA 18104  
800-360-1222
www.cedarcrest.edu

Visit us on Facebook:  
CedarCrestCollege

Twitter:  
@cedarcrestcolle

Quick Facts
Location: Suburban, in Allentown, Pennsylvania; 
84 acres; nationally registered arboretum with 
more than 130 species of trees

Founded: 1867

Enrollment: More than 1,400 students  
from 29 states from Maine to Alaska and  
30 countries, including Ghana, India, Ukraine, 
Ecuador, Germany, Peru and South Africa

Faculty: 10:1 student-faculty ratio; 72 full-time 
professors; 70% of full-time faculty members 
hold a Ph.D. or terminal degree

Average class size: 12

Nearby: One hour from Philadelphia; less than 
two hours from New York City; three hours from 
Washington, D.C. More than 24,000 college 
students at eight private and public colleges 
and universities within 30 minutes of campus

School colors: Gold and white

Athletics mascot: Falcon

Scholarships for scholars
Cedar Crest recognizes and rewards scholars 
with support and funding in a wide range  
of categories. Be sure to visit the Student  
Financial Services area at www.cedarcrest.edu 
to explore the many options available to  
traditional incoming freshmen, transfer and 
adult students.

Learn More 
To learn more about the arts at Cedar Crest 
College, contact our office today.

Traditional Admissions
Cedar Crest College
100 College Drive
Allentown, PA 18104
800-360-1222
admissions@cedarcrest.edu

School of Adult and Graduate Education
Cedar Crest College
100 College Drive
Allentown, PA 18104
610-740-3770
sage@cedarcrest.edu

Instagram:  
@cedarcrestcollege


