
Dream Big



Hawai‘i’s Queen Emma envisioned equal 

access to education for girls. And today, the 

school she founded in 1867 is among Hawai‘i’s 

premier college preparatory programs for girls. 

Challenged in the classroom, engaged with the 

community, and connected with the global  

challenges of the 21st century, today’s Priory  

graduates are confident, empowered, and prepared 

to have a real and lasting impact on a rapidly 

changing world.

Priory Girls dream big.



Education

The latest educational and neuroscience research supports the benefits to girls and young 

women of a single gender learning experience. Combined with a dedicated focus on 

personalized learning for individual students—differentiated learning—St. Andrew’s Priory 

offers a proven program that empowers girls to choose their destinies with confidence and 

competence. Since 1867, St. Andrew’s Priory has graduated young women prepared for  

leadership and service. And the impact is felt around the world.

“�My favorite thing about the Priory is that it was made by a queen, 
and there’s only girls.”

R e a g a n , 1 st  g r a d e

Values education

The Priory learning experience 
instills honesty, cooperation, 
respect, openness, and service. 
Students attend weekly chapel  
in the beautiful St. Andrew’s 
Cathedral adjacent to campus.

Confident and strong

Priory Girls spread their wings 
working on independent projects, 
through service learning and 
sports, and in challenging 
classes. They lead. They excel. 
They succeed.

“�Compared to when I was little, I can feel my 

self-confidence going through the roof! I give 

speeches in front of crowds. I meet new people. 

That’s something I really like 
about this school.” 

I ri  s ,  1 2 t h  g r a d e

Differentiated learning: the Priory advantage
The Priory is committed to learning that is individualized 
and personalized—differentiated learning. This commit-
ment means our classes are small, our faculty members 
know how to personalize learning in small groups, and they 
teach using techniques known to take advantage of how 
girls learn best. It’s a school where girls thrive.

College prep

AP classes in English, Math, 
Science, Social Sciences, and 
World Languages are popular. 
Girls often add to the challenge 
with classes through Online 
School for Girls. 100% of our 
graduates go on to college.

How girls learn

Collaborative, supportive, and 
group-oriented—everything 
about the Priory learning  
experience is built on how  
girls learn best. It’s “fun  
and friendly,” says Ava, 3rd 
grade. “It’s like I have so  
many sisters.”

empowers
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“�In terms of content, you can find 
anything. So today, learning to navigate the 

Internet and present information in new ways is part �

of how students learn.”
J o s h ua  W i n t e r s ,  6 t h  g r a d e  d e a n , E  n g l i s h  a n d  s o ci  a l  s ci  e n c e  t e a c h e r

Engineering excellence
The Priory boasts the first and only team from Hawai‘i to 
qualify for and win at the Team America Rocket Challenge.

Faculty expertise
Subject matter experts and experienced educators, the 
Priory faculty uses differentiated teaching techniques to 
individualize learning to the ways that girls learn best. 

Queen Emma, Hawai‘i’s champion of 
social justice

Wife of Kamehameha IV, Queen Emma Kaleleonālani of 
Hawai‘i was a confident woman of conscience. Where she 
saw injustice, she sought to correct it. She brought modern 
medicine to the Hawaiian people as they suffered from 
introduced diseases. Today, prestigious Queen’s Medical 
Center is her legacy in healthcare. She opened the first 
school for Hawaiian boys. In 1867, with support from the 
Episcopal Diocese of Hawai‘i, she established O‘ahu’s  
first school for girls, St. Andrew’s Priory, to extend equal  
educational opportunities to girls on the island. Queen 
Emma’s spirit lives at the Priory. Her life and legacy are  
celebrated on campus throughout the year by the school 
and by the Queen’s many admirers and supporters. 
 

Traditions
• �Mauna ‘Ala – celebrating Queen Emma’s birthday on campus  

and at the Royal Mausoleum

• �Ascension Day – celebrating the founding of St. Andrew’s Priory  
in 1867

• �Queen Emma Ball – fundraiser honoring outstanding community 
leaders who embody the values and vision of Queen Emma

• �Father-Daughter Ball

• �All-School Picnic to beach for fun and games

• �Spirit Week 

• �Grandparents Day

• �School wide plays and performances
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Leaders
   for Hawai‘i
and beyond The Priory has a legacy of graduating young women leaders—for Hawai‘i and beyond. 

Through programs that engage students with Hawaiian culture and Honolulu, we help 

students find their place in this rich and rewarding setting. Through service learning and 

internship programs, they become connected with the life around them. And, because they’re 

Priory Girls, they go on to shape the life around them, as well.

“�I want to be president someday. �
I want to make a mark on the world, do something big.”

J o r da n , 8 t h  g r a d e

Discover Hawai‘i
Going to school in the heart of downtown Honolulu, 
students participate in service projects that have direct 
impact on the city and on students. Through internships, 
conferences, activities, and athletic competition, they 
discover Hawai‘i. More important, they discover themselves.

Priory in the City 
This exciting program transforms our downtown 
Honolulu location into a vast, extended classroom.  
Sophomores visit city and state offices. Junior projects 
take students into the private, nonprofit, and government 
sectors. Seniors participate in personally tailored  
internships.

Summer Leadership Program
In collaboration with the YWCA of O‘ahu, the Priory 
offers a one-week summer leadership program for junior 
and senior girls. Covering media literacy, personal 
branding, networking, and more, the program prepares 
young women to serve Hawai‘i and beyond.
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U.S. Congresswoman Colleen Hanabusa 
class of ’69

Priory alumna Colleen Hanabusa serves in the U.S. House 

of Representative for Hawai‘i’s 1st congressional district. In 

1977, she received a J.D. from the University of Hawai‘i and 

has been recognized as one of the top lawyers in America, 

among many other honors.

“At the Priory, girls never have to feel they must take a 

second seat to guys. Here, girls can be whatever they want 

to be. When I went to the Priory, the focus on providing 

very individualized education and looking out for �

the talents of each student really helped me excel. Too 

often today the child must fit the school. Because of its 

philosophy and size, the Priory fits the student.”

“�I like that we go places. We’ve been to the Polynesian �

Cultural Center, Waimea Falls, and the Waikīkī Zoo. In 5th grade, we help �

at the Hawai‘i SPCA at the end of the year.”

M ay u ko, 5 t h  g r a d e



“�Priory in the City participants are learning at off-campus 

locations on different schedules. Not many schools are 

doing this. Our pedagogical approaches 
make learning relevant.”
S o p h i e  H  a l l i day,  d ir  e c to r  o f  st u d i e s ,  S t.  A  n d r e w ’ s  P ri  o r y

Athletics
Priory athletes in grades 7-12 
compete in the Interscholastic 
League of Honolulu.

 • Air Riflery
• Baseball
• Basketball
• Bowling
• Cheerleading
• Cross Country
• Diving
• Football
• Golf
• Judo
• Kayaking

• Paddling
• Precision Riflery
• Sailing
• Soccer
• Softball
• Swimming
• Tennis
• Track and Field
• Volleyball
• Water Polo
• Wrestling

Clubs and Academic Teams
In addition to student government, high school students  
participate in a variety of clubs and teams. 

• Companions of St. Andrew 
• Interact Club
• International Culture Club
• National Honor Society
• Spanish Club
• Speech & Debate
• Book Club

Internships, conferences, service
Priory Girls get involved.

• Legislative internship at the State Capitol
• Semester in a downtown Honolulu law firm
• Hawaiian language students attend the Emalani Festival on Kaua‘i
• �High school students attend Model U.N. conferences at the United 

Nations in New York City and at the East-West Center
• Middle school and high school students compete in robotics contests
• �Juniors and seniors attend YWCA’s Wahine Forum Network  

Power Lunches
• �Senior class participates in the YWCA’s Young Women’s  

Network events
• Students serve on YWCA’s Young Women’s Network Board
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• Mindfulness Club
• Social Committee
• Spirit Committee
• Service with Aloha Committee
• Hui Ha‘ouli
• Slam Poetry Club



“I can do anything!”

I want to be a doctor. Own my own business. 

Architect. President of the United States. Zookeeper. 
Legislative assistant. Technology director. Psychiatrist. 

Professional dancer.  Medical researcher. Lawyer, or maybe �

a politician. Congresswoman. I want to be a novelist.
Religious studies teacher at the Priory. I want to be an engineer.



Ready for the World

In many ways, Hawai‘i is a perfect reflection of the 21st century world. Multicultural,  

multilingual, and multidimensional, the world that Priory Girls will graduate into  

demands collaboration, open-mindedness, confidence, and global awareness. At the Priory, 

we prepare girls to lead in a connected world.

“�I feel like the Priory is preparing us to go off and make the world better. �

And some of the things we do here aren’t just for our benefit. 

  They’re for everybody.”
C a mr  y n , 9 t h  g r a d e

World. Class.

Through our affiliation with 
Online School for Girls (OSG), 
a consortium of girls’ schools 
from the mainland, Australia, 
England, and Asia, juniors  
and seniors can take one online 
AP course per year at no extra  
cost. Other online learning  
opportunities are available.

Scholars recognized

Priory students receive regular 
recognition as Finalists, Semi- 
Finalists or Commended  
Scholars in the National Merit 
Scholarship Competition.

21st century learning
The Priory was the first private school in Hawai‘i to  
integrate laptop computers into the curriculum of  
every student in grades 5-12. Parents track classroom 
activities on class websites maintained by teachers.  
Tablet and mobile use is widespread.

Globally connected
iPriory’s networking program will help girls forge relation-
ships in the global community. They participate online  
in speaker series, networking sessions, and leadership  
luncheons using video conferencing, webinars, and  
online discussion forums.

International programs

Adding to the multicultural 
climate on campus, the Priory 
offers international high school 
students the opportunity to earn 
an international diploma. They 
can take ESL classes as needed, 
and they participate in the same 
college counseling program as  
all students.

College and university acceptances, a sampling

• Boston University
• Clemson University
• Cornell University
• Ecole Superieure de Commerce-Rennes, France
• Pratt Institute
• Rensselaer Institute of Technology
• Santa Clara University
• Seton Hall University
• Temple University-Japan
• U.S. Coast Guard Academy
• U.S. Naval Academy
• University of Massachusetts
• University of Washington

Value added

Graduating seniors earn millions 
of dollars in merit scholarships 
annually.

100%
Every Priory girl goes on to attend college,  

80% on the mainland and internationally.
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College counseling: a strategic approach

9th Grade 
Think about college and what admissions committees look 
for on applications.

10th Grade 
Understand criteria for college selection and successful 
college admission. 

11th Grade 
Select colleges, register for tests, become familiar with 
admission and financial aid application processes.

12th Grade 
Write the college essay, secure recommendations, explore 
scholarships, apply for financial aid. Understand financial 
aid awards, also registration, orientation, and preparing  
for success in college.

“�I’m interested in medicine to help people. At this 

school, we believe that we can be extraordinary, 

we can be powerful women.”
B ri  a n n e , 1 2 t h  g r a d e

Teal Takayama, class of ’04, legislative assistant

Teal Takeyama graduated from the Priory in 2004. She went 

on to attend college in Oregon, after which she returned 

to Honolulu to work in market research. She now works 

in Washington, D.C. as a legislative assistant to Congress-

woman Colleen Hanabusa, another Priory alumna. 

“If I had to pick one trait that the Priory instilled in me,  
I would say self-assertiveness. I learned to never be afraid 
to speak up, to always be my own person. At college, I was 
shocked at how easy freshman-level work was. I also love my 
classmates. By the time you graduate, you’re all friends.  
And you stay friends for the rest of your life.”

“�Every teacher is very good at keeping a class website 

up to date. It’s a great communication tool that allows 

parents to track progress whenever and wherever.”

     B e t t i n a  M e h n e r t,  p a r e n t
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Financial aid
We work closely with families to assemble the optimal 
package of assistance and scholarships. While paying for 
education is first and foremost the responsibility of the 
family, we offer generous financial aid. This is one way  
we attract gifted students who otherwise may not be able  
to attend. 

We help you complete qualifying income worksheets and 
guide you toward the widest possible range of options. 
We review family finances ourselves and award additional 
financial aid where it’s most needed. Go to www.priory.net 
under Financial Aid.

Queen Emma Merit Scholarship Program
This competitive scholarship is open to rising 6th, 7th, and 
9th grade students. Six outstanding scholars, two from 
each grade, receive one-half tuition scholarships, renewed 
each year the student remains in good standing. Contact 
Admissions at 808.536.6102.

Conveniently located on Queen Emma Square in downtown Honolulu,  
St. Andrew’s Priory is minutes off H1. The historic site also features  
St. Andrew’s Cathedral. A bust of Queen Emma adorns the square 
outside the Priory.

Visit us and see for yourself

St. Andrew’s Priory welcomes girls and their families to discover for themselves the 

distinct advantages our personalized approach to education offers. Our curriculum is 

challenging, but school is warm and welcoming—a great combination for eager minds. 

Application and financial aid
Application processes differ by grades, and for inter-
national students. Details for various requirements and 
procedures may be found at www.priory.net under Admis-
sions Process. Apply online under Online Application.

An admission interview and skills assessment is scheduled 
when we receive your application. The best time to come 
is when school is in session and you can experience the 
Priory at its best. Other dates are also available. Decisions 
are mailed in early March with replies due according to 
the Hawai‘i Association of Independent Schools Common 
Reply Dates of April 15 for grades 6-12 and May 10 for 
grades K-5.

Contact the Admissions Office for details
808.536.6102
admissions@priory.net

40%
percentage of students receive  
financial assistance

The St. Andrew’s Schools do not discriminate on the basis of race/ethnicity, color, 
national origin, sex, disability, veteran status, or age in the administration of any 
of its employment, educational programs, admissions policies, scholarship and loan 
programs, athletics, recreational, and other school-administered programs.



224 Queen Emma Square  |  Honolulu, Hawai‘i 96813  |  808.536.6102  |  www.standrewsschools.org

Award-winning

• �Poets and Shakespeare Festival competitors

• �Scholastic Art and American Vision winners in Film, 
Drawing and Painting, 3-D Art, and Photography

• �Blue and Red Ribbon Solo Ensemble winners for band

• �ILH All-Star teams in paddling, bowling, volleyball,  
and judo

• �ILH Volleyball Player and Coach of the Year 2012-2013

• �The first and only team from Hawai‘i to qualify for and 
win at the Team America Rocket. 

 

Challenge

• �K—12

• �Learn with laptops and iPads

• �Community service and enrichment programs

• �World language program

• �English as a Second Language (ESL) program

• �All faculty members are professional educators trained  
in best practices for teaching girls. 

 

Rich in Hawaiian tradition

• �Mauna ‘Ala celebrating Queen Emma’s birthday on 
campus and at the Royal Mausoleum

• �Ascension Day celebrating the founding of St. Andrew’s 
Priory School in 1867

• �Queen Emma Ball fundraiser honoring outstanding  
community leaders who embody the values and vision  
of Queen Emma

Fast Facts
Excellence for 21st century girls

• �The only all-girls school in the United States established 
by a queen, St. Andrew’s Priory was founded in 1867  
by Queen Emma Kaleleonalani. 

• �The Priory is part of The St. Andrew’s Schools, which 
also include Queen Emma PreSchool and St. Andrew’s 
Preparatory School for Boys.

• �100% of graduates go on to college and university.

• �80% of graduates attend mainland and international 
colleges and universities.

• �Priory students receive regular recognition as Finalists, 
Semi-Finalists or Commended Scholars in the National 
Merit Scholarship Competition.

• �Annually, graduating seniors earn millions of dollars in 
merit scholarships.

• �Priory students place and win highest honors at the 
Hawai‘i State Science and Engineering Fair.

• �Students travel to the mainland and international  
destinations.

• �Students participate in conferences such as the  
International Women’s Leadership Conference, YWCA 
Leadership Series, Wahine Forum, and the Model  
United Nations in New York City.

• �Performing opportunities include band, choir, hula, 
theater, and the only all-girls orchestra in the state  
of Hawai‘i!

¯


